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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Pedagogics: Applied to Arithmetic The object that |
have had in view in the preparation of this work has been the better teaching of that branch of mathematics
whose utility no one questions. Among the masses of the American people arithmetic has been regarded of
more importance than any other study in the educational curriculum. Other studies must be neglected, if
necessary, in order that it may be mastered. This state of affairs being admitted, as well as the great evil that
would result from the neglect of other most desirable branches of study, it seems to be the duty of those most
conversant with the temper of our people and the time devoted to arithmetic, to put forth every energy to
lessen the time, increase the efficiency, and minimize the useless efforts that attach to the teaching and
acquiring of this subject. It is certain that no more fertile field is open in which teachers may reap appreciation
for their untiring energies; for, as Agassiz has said, On the broad high road of civilization along which men are
ever marching, they pass by unnoticed the land marks of intellectual progress, unless they chance to have some
direct bearing on what is called the practical side of life. An experience of eighteen years in teaching in country
schools, in city grammar and high schools, and in the State Normal School, has enabled me to see and to feel
the benefits of good methods and the evils of poor ones. Method is not arbitrary but rational, not inflexible but
natural; and he that profits the most by suggestions and by aids is not he that literally...
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