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McGraw-Hill Education - Europe. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Understanding Galapagos,
Randy Moore, Sehoya Cotner, We wanted a book that includes up-to-date information about evolution in
Galapagos, yet is accessible by professional biologists, laypeople, students, armchair travelers, and the merely
curious. Naming the endemic - and often curious-organisms in Galapagos from checklists can be rewarding;
that's why you will find checklists of the islands' iconic species in this book (Chapter 12). But understanding
what you see is a different adventure, and that is one thing that we hope distinguishes this book from others. In
short, we wanted to write a book that would help you not lust identify what you see, but understand what you
see. Such an understanding goes beyond identification guides and traditional natural history and requires a
context that includes the islands' biology, geology, climate, and history. In this book, you will find discussions
(and checklists) of the native and endemic organisms you'll see, especially the iconic ones such as penguins,
land and marine iguanas, finches, giant tortoises, and albatrosses (see color images). However, we have not
described all of the organisms on the islands - after all, there are more than 600 species of lichens and 2,900
species of marine organisms, not to mention the more than 50 families, 300 genera, and 370 species of endemic
and native beetles. Similarly, we discuss many, but not all, of the most troublesome introduced species (at last
count, there were more than 1,400 such species). We have focused on the native and endemic "stars" of
Galapagos that fill tourists' must-see lists. Although our book emphasizes evolution, we have also addressed
several other topics, for evolution cannot be understood without a corresponding understanding of its context:
namely, the geology, climate, and historical impact of humans on the ecosystem. This...
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