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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1851 edition. Excerpt: . . . CANTO XXIV. About that season of the stripling year, When the sun with
Aquarius trims his rays, And now the nights to halve the day draw near; When the hoar frost upon the ground
displays The perfect semblance of her sister white, s But of her plume not long the fashion stays; The poor and
garment-lacking peasant-wight Arising looks abroad, and sees the ground All blanched, thereat his flank he
gins to smite, Comes home, and wanders moping round and round, Abject, like one that knows not what to do,
n Then sallies out, with stocks of hope new-found, Perceiving that the world has changed its hue In that short
while, and takes his rod in hand, And drives his flock to browse the field anew; 15 So by my master was I first
unmanned, When I beheld his countenance clouded oer, And so that evil had not long to stand Unsolved, for we
no sooner came before The shattered bridge, than toward me turned my guide 90 With such sweet aspect as I
saw of yore When at the mountains foot; then opened wide His arms, aHer some plan of conduct laid, And took
me, having well the landslip eyed. And like a man whose task is worked and weighed At once, who seems before
him still to see, 26 So liHing me on one crag, he surveyed Another, saying, Thereto grapple thee Next aHer, but
before thou venturest, Prove whether fit for...
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