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illustrated. 1910 Excerpt: . . . When the annual fires were stopped these roots sent up hundreds of shoots which
grew rapidly and in the space of a few years produced a mass of scrubby brush that smothered out the grass
completely. At first the brush was so thick it could not grow to any size. For many years it stood at about the
height of a mans shoulder and from that height down. Gradually the more vigorous individuals got a little
ahead and the weak ones died out. At the present time there are small areas scattered abundantly over the
nearly level high silt or clay ridges of the Ozarks covered with a thick growth of young Post Oak or Black Jack
trees from 2 to six inches in diameter that have grown from such brush patches. All these ridges are now
covered with such a growth where they are not in cultivation. The result is that the grass has been completely
killed out. In many parts of the region there is abundant vacant land to furnish range for more stock than the
country now has but it is covered with young trees rather than grass. In the hilly, stony belts of country between
the smooth clay ridges or the original slightly stony ridges and prairies, the same process has gone on at least
so far as the result is concerned. The growth of timber has completely killed out the grass in some places and
greatly injured it everywhere. It has...
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